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Grafton Underwood Parish Council 

 

 

Draft Minutes of the Planning Meeting held in the Village Hall, Grafton Underwood  

on Thursday 2nd January 2020 

 
Councillors Present  Karen Furze, Jennifer Holmes, Penny Sneddon and Alistair Wildgoose (Chair) 

Also Present  Sue Cook (Clerk) 

 
 

20/0001    There were no Apologies. 
20/0002 There were no Declarations of Interests. 
20/0003  There were no member of the Public present. 

20/0004       The following planning applications were discussed 

a) KET/2019/0842 Conversion/part demolition to provide dwelling house, with retained access 
with all other matters reserved at former Map Room, Brigstock Road.  

It was agreed to object to this application due to the distance it is from the Brigstock Road 
and a right-hand bend on the track to the site making it difficult for Emergency Vehicles and 
contractors accessing the site. There is no mention as to how the asbestos will be removed. 
It lies in woodland valuable to wildlife and as a social amenity There is no detail attached to 
the application about any future development. It is unlikely any re use of the site could be 
described as a conversion of an existing building because of the advanced dilapidation, and 
a key characteristic of the existing building is the avoidance of window openings making it 
intrinsically unsuitable as a dwelling. The building lies in countryside outside the village 
envelope and would require extensive upgrading of existing agricultural tracks to be suitable 
for human habitation. It has never previously been a habitation and permission would set a 
president for similar inappropriate sites in the surrounding countryside. 

b)   KET/2019/0841 Use of land for outdoor adventure campong between 26th April and 15th   
October including storage, shower, toilet, drop off and bus turning areas at Acreland Farm. 

It was also agreed to object to this application due to the maximum number of children and 

young adults means that over the area described there would be a child or young adult every 

200metres or so spread across the woodland and this would heavily disrupt nesting birds and 

woodland mammal wildlife already under pressure because of a nearby proposed solar farm. 

The application has no proper assessment of any noise nuisance to the village. It has no 

indication of how these people will be occupied on days when camping is difficult. It is worth 

bearing in mind there would be twice as many people living in the woods of the parish in the 

summer time than live in the village normally. We are concerned that young adults would 

arrive in the village on days when outdoor activities are not possible. Whilst tourism would 

bring more economic activity to the village it is very unlikely this population would use 

village facilities such as the Sage and Brook. There is no reference to this aspect of the 

development. There is no indication that this development would directly or indirectly 

provide employment in the village. Whilst the roads around the village are already heavily 

used by cyclists and to our knowledge there has not been a serious accident yet the lanes are 

winding and busy with cars and lorries. Currently cyclist are normally in groups of 2 to 4. 
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The proposal implies groups of 8 cyclists per assistant which would lead to an increased road 

safety hazard. Whilst we note that there is a proposal to use portable toilets there appears to 

be no attempt to provide showering and washing facilities. There is no a management plan for 

waste food and domestic refuse. The former is a risk to wild life and will attract populations 

of rodents. The latter would constitute a litter nuisance to the village that already has to 

contend with fly tipping and casual littering that already has led us into having planned 

voluntary litter clearances on approach roads to the village. There is no indication of how 

fresh water would be supplied but this is likely to be of the order of a cubic metre per day. 

The additional traffic to access the site would also have an impact on the village and it was 

thought that perhaps vehicles should be allowed to use the road system though Boughton 

Estate instead.  

 

In summary we feel the development as proposed is too large for the facilities available. 

There is no indication in the application on how the proposal would not impact adversely on 

the wildlife of the woods or the population of the village especially with regard to waste 

management or lack of it. 

 

Outstanding Planning Applications awaiting response from KBC 
a) KET/2019/0647 Temporary dwelling for agricultural worker on the Cranford Road – 

Approved 
b) KET/2019/0369 Solar Farm – expected decision date 26/6/2020 

 

20/0005 Date of the next full Parish Council Meetings: Tuesday 11th February 2020 to include the 

Annual Parish Meeting 
   

 

This being all the business the meeting closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 

   

 

 
 


