
I am sorry not to be able to attend the meeting tonight in person however I am due to give birth at 

any time now and therefore need to consider my heath above all else.  I have read through and 

considered each of the questions raised.  These seem to have been received from a range of 

individual members of the community and therefore portray some repetition.  With this in mind, 

rather than bluntly answer each question, I hope I have provided a more rounded and objective 

response in the notes below.   

As you may be aware, selling underperforming assets is not a new concept to Boughton or Buccleuch 

as a whole.  During previous centuries the assets have had to be sold in order for the estate to 

survive and flourish as it does today. As you may have noticed in the recent press, the Scottish 

estates have also been undergoing an asset review, resulting in property sales from other Buccleuch 

estates. 

In common with any business the estate has to achieve profitability, which is vital if the estate is to 

be able to support its heritage assets.  For example, heritage assets such as Warkton Village Hall, 

which has recently undergone extensive renovation, are preserved by the estate for the benefit of 

the local community and other estate villages. The scale of the challenge is shown by anyone who 

has passed Boughton House recently with the immense scaffolding, which covers the North façade 

and roof.  

The tenants who have received notices requiring possession in Grafton Underwood are both 

occupying the properties on a periodic Assured Shorthold Tenancy (AST) agreement.  The legislation 

obliges the Landlord to give 2 months written notice on the tenant in order to obtain possession of 

the property.  There is no obligation to compensate tenants on obtaining possession.  These 

processes are entirely typical of England’s rental property market.  This is governed by legislation 

which Landlords are obliged to adhere to, whereby security of tenure is not available outside of the 

initial fixed term. In both cases we are in very constructive dialog with the tenants and matters are 

progressing amicably.  

Residential properties will continue to be sold in the coming years.  As you will appreciate, there is a 

wide range of factors for Boughton Estate and Buccleuch to take into account in deciding to sell 

properties.  These include, but are not limited to, rental yield performance, maintenance 

requirement, heritage aspects and specific location.   These factors are viewed on a specific property 

by property case, on an annual basis.   Therefore, at this time we are not in a position to give you a 

detailed plan for the future.    The decision to sell properties is being made entirely in relation to the 

property, rather than the tenant residing in them.  It would not be appropriate to increase rents for 

numerous reasons, furthermore it would create a false market place within the investment portfolio. 

In relation to recent events, various mediums of serving the notices were considered, whilst there 

may be personal preference in each case, we wanted to respect the privacy of those receiving 

notices.  In light of the recent reaction we have received, we in the process of reassessing our 

internal policy with view to notify tenants 4 months prior to requiring possession, subject to 

protecting the interested of the estate.  Furthermore, the Buccleuch publication ‘On The Land’ 

provides an overview and update of the ongoing management of Buccleuch Estates.  If you would 

like to obtain a copy of this publication in the future, please contact the Boughton Estate office. 

I believe it is extremely import, as the Estate Manager, to have the opportunity to meet with you 

myself and therefore have proposed that we hold another meeting on the 4th April at Boughton 

House, when I can be joined by the Buccleuch Chief Executive John Glen.  


